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Canova at his studio; there 1 found a crowd of
young artists; some were showing their designs,
others talking to him. When he observed me he
advanced, and said: " As soon as I have dispatched
these persons I will speak to you." When they
were gone, he took me to a small room and began
in his very bad English to give me to understand
that many young artists came to Rome to study
with very little means. " That," said he, " may be
your case; as I have assisted many young men I
trust that you will allow me to have the gratifica-
tion of contributing any sums out of my purse to
enable you to study to the best advantage, and
that requires means. I am rich," said he, "and
money is of no object. I am anxious to be of use
to you, and forward you in your art as long as you
are in Rome."
It appears that General d'Aguilar in his letter
had requested Canova to put me upon the most
economical plan of study, saying that my means
were very small. I had no doubt, therefore, that
his attention had been fixed upon that part of the
letter. I was taken by surprise, and I felt it
difficult to find words to express my grateful
feelings. I told him when I arrived in London
that I was introduced to a patron Mr. W. Taylor,
and that he had increased my means a little.
" Well," said he, " if I see that you study your art
with zeal and improve, I will bring you to the